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the edge of bankruptcy and In pursuit of heiresses,, so that in
Elizabethan society a rich widow could marry and marry again
to the margin of satiety or the brink of the grave.

It was a relatively stable society. But it was shot through with
rancours, both public and private; and just as in France Conde
had been a Huguenot because Guise was a Catholic, or in Scot-
land the Hamiltons were for Mary because Lennox and Murray
were against her, so in England it was not beyond the range of
probability that all manner of rivalries and discontents would
one day merge in some major issue. The process of sophistica-
tion, with its unifying effects, had made little or no way in places.
This was especially true of the north, with its wild moors and
< remote valleys, where time stood still, or resented southern
efforts to jerk it forward, where old manners and the old faith
and old loyalties persisted, where men were reluctant to know
any prince but a Percy or a Neville, and private war went on in
the form of Border affrays with the Scots.

When she came to the throne, Elizabeth had prayed God to
give her grace to govern with clemency and without bloodshed.
To keep her people united was her great aim. flf I should say
the sweetest speech with the eloquentest tongue that ever was
in man,' she told one of her parliaments, el were not able to ex-
press that restless care which I have ever bent to govern for the
greatest wealth.' She was apt to rejoice more over one Catholic
who was loyal than over ninety and nine hot-gospellers whose
loyalty needed no demonstration. 'This good man is a clergy-
man of the old religion,' she proudly told the Spanish ambas-
sador, when on a progress through the country a subject
approached her open carriage and cried, * Vwat Regma! Horn
soitqul malypense? No doubt her kingdom was to be Protestant,
and in times of danger Cecil and her keener councillors were
allowed to harry disobedient Catholics. But she wanted no in-
quisitorial practices, opening windows into men's souls. Out-
ward conformity was enough; a man's conscience should be his
own, not the State's concern. And under the steady pressure of
a broad church establishment she hoped in time to wean her
-Catholic subjects from their old mentality.